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1. Thetford Remember 1914 – 1918  
Commemorative events 
 

1 Thetford and the First World War Exhibition 
 
This summer’s exhibition at 
Ancient House formed part of a 
town-wide commemoration of the 
outbreak of the First World War 
supported by the Heritage Lottery 
Fund. 
 
The exhibition was enhanced on 
the 11th November with the 
opening of its second part of the 
display using the Museum’s 
exhibitions room.  On display are 
objects and photographs to tell 
some of the local First World War 
stories including the experience 
of teenage Florrie Clark who took 
over from her father as Town 
Crier and Bill Poster when he 
went off to fight in 1916.   
 
The Teenage History Club has 
worked with volunteer and local 
artist Dan Morgan to make a 
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model trench diorama.  The Museum’s Stitch in Time group has created a 
stitched banner illustrating the story while the museum’s knitters have created 
a window display of knitted poppies  
 
The exhibition opening on the 11th November coincided with the annual 
Armistice commemoration on the market place.  British Legion members with 
flagbearers joined invited guests at the Ancient House for the exhibition 
opening by the Mayor of Thetford, Sylvia Armes.  Guests for the event 
included a representative from the Heritage Lottery Fund who said she was 
particularly pleased with the community involvement evident in the project. 
 
 
1.2 First World War Book Launch 
 
Another of the town commemorations followed on the 14th November with the 
launch of David Osborne’s latest book, A Small Fragment of the Great War, 
The Ancient Borough of Thetford 1914 – 1919.  Again invited guests met at 

David Osborne and Cover of new book about Thetford and the First 
World War, published on 14th November, part of the Thetford 

Remembers 1914 – 1918 project. 
 
 
the Ancient House and a large number of books were sold.  All proceeds from 
the sales (at £8.95) go back into the Thetford Remembers project budget for 



further commemorative activity, thanks to the generosity of its author.  The 
Ancient House Museum is the sole outlet for this book. 
 
1.3 Lest We Forget, drama documentary 
Also on the 14th November and the following evening were performances at 
the Methodists church in the town of Lest We Forget a drama documentary by 
Wendy Serjeant about the experience of Thetford and its townspeople during 
the First World War. 
 

 
The Museum’s Teenage History Club for their Murder Mystery event at St 
Peters Church, Thetford 
 
 
1.4  Murder Mystery Event – Who Killed George Pye? 
The Teenagers also provided a World War One themed event in December 
with the Murder Mystery event.  Guests heard clues from the characters to 
attempt to unravel the puzzle of who killed George Pye.  The teenagers gave 
a very professional and entertaining performance and had clearly learned 
much about Thetford History in the wartime period. 
 
1.5  WW1-themed Christmas 
Lights event The 28 November saw the busy evening opening of the Ancient 
House to link in with the big switch on of the Christmas Lights in the town.  
With a First World War era flavour, some 220 visitors were able to meet up 



with costumed interpreters, savour the old kitchen with lit range and food 
activities and play games from the period. There was also a chance for 
visitors to catch the new Thetford and the First World War exhibition at the 
Museum. Launch of A Small Fragment of the Great War  
 
 
1.6  School Visits 
The main activity for the October – January period for schools has ben linked 
with the Thetford Remembers 1914 – 1918 theme with over 120 children 
achieving special edition First World War Arts Awards.  The Museum has 
been seeing the effects of the new History Curriculum with interest from 
schools in the earlier history including Stone Age and Romans and Iceni.  
Local Heroes such as Thomas Paine and Charles Burrell are also studied by 
the children.  The Tudor offer at Ancient House remains strong. 
 
 

 
2. 90th Anniversary of Opening of Ancient House Museum 

 
2014 saw the 90th birthday of the 
Ancient House Museum and this 
occasion was marked with an 
anniversary dinner at the Carnegie 
Rooms.  The support of Thetford 
Town Council, local businesses, 
volunteers and other individuals and 
organisations was very impressive, 
including the famous Punjab 
Restaurant who provided the food.  
The dinner also saw the launch of a 
project to make more of the 
Museum’s unique Duleep Singh 
connections and donations and 
pledges were made on the evening.  
Much of the organisation work was 
done by Karen-Emma White, who will 
be visiting India in the New Year to 
build connections with museums and 
collections in the former Sikh kingdom 
of the Punjab. 
 

 
‘Connecting Cultures’ India Travel grant from British Council 
Karen-Emma White from the museum team has been awarded a travel grant 
from the British Council to go to northern India  to make connections with 
heritage sites and museum collections..  She will be exploring opportunities 
around the interpretation of the Duleep Singh story and connections around 
textiles work, an area of her expertise.  Her visit is planned for late February / 
early March 2015.  Karen will be taking with her some resources produced by 



the Museum’s after-school History Club including drawings and a short video 
that she can use to show children in India. 
 
 

3  Other activity 
 
3.1 Museums Professional Conference presentations 
Learning Officer Melissa Hawker has contributed to several professional 
conferences over this period including the Kids in Museums / Babes in 
Museums conference at Kensington Palace where she spoke about Thetford’s 
Mini-museum club, and also a conference held at Imperial War Museum, 
Duxford looking at First World War commemoration.  Teenage History Club 
member Ben joined her and spoke at the conference too. 
 
3.2  Sharing Knowledge with Museum Colleagues: ‘Making Museum 
Trails’ SHARE training day 
On Monday 1st December Ancient House Museum hosted the first SHARE 
‘Making Museum Trails’ training day. The day was put together from the 
knowledge built up at Ancient House and Lynn Museum which both run 
successful family trail programmes. Twenty delegates covered a range of 
topics including underlying learning principles, budgets and types of trails. 
Delegates had the opportunity to try out a range of trails including the 
surprisingly challenging Ancient House Secrets trail which involves spotting 
features within the Tudor building. 
To finish off the day everyone had time to discuss and start planning out ideas 
for trails at their own sites and it was great to hear so many interesting 
thoughts being developed.  

    
 
 
3.3  Thetford’s Teenage History Club Takeover Gressenhall Farm and 
Workhouse 
On Friday 21 November the Teenage History Club from Ancient House 
Museum took over Gressenhall’s Twitter feed for the day., following a visit to 
Gressenhall Farm and Workhouse during half term. The group were taken on 



a workhouse tour by Jan Pitman, Learning Manager, where they learnt about 
some of the stories of individuals who had lived and worked there. Whilst on 
the tour the group became very interested in an inmate called William Farrow 
whose graffiti can be seen on the wall in the men’s workyard. The group 
decided that they would like to do some research about this man. In the 
Library they met Steve Pope, Gressenhall’s workhouse archivist who showed 
them how to use MODES, documents such as the Workhouse Punishment 
book and Ancestry.com to find out more about Farrow’s life. The group wrote 
tweets about what they had discovered, including the fact that William Farrow 
had lots of entries in the punishment book for crimes such as punching other 
boys and concealing himself in the girl’s closet! Each member of the group 
posed for a photograph with their favourite workhouse object and wrote a 
tweet to explain why they had chosen it. Bethan thought this “very old painting 
of the workhouse was very cool!” while Emilia chose a perfume bottle as her 
favourite workhouse object: “I liked it because it was very cute and I was 
interested in the contents, I like the bottle itself because it had very dull 
colours which made it look like poison.” After a lot of hard work the young 
people took a well deserved rest in the Café where they spent some time with 
Megan Dennis, Curator, looking at   the exciting plans for the redisplay of the 
workhouse. The group thoroughly enjoyed their visit and the opportunity to 
share their experience with others via Twitter.  
 
 
3.4  Friends and Volunteers 
The Museum friends group continue to support the museum in various ways.  
Members assisted with cleaning replica silver spoons from the Thetford 
Treasure.  The Friends AGM in December went well.  Chairman Mike Oakes 
has tendered his resignation because he will be moving away from the town. 
 
Volunteers continue to assist with regular events such as the Mini Museum 
Club and school visits.  Collections volunteers have started photographing 
objects to help both with collections management and also to help provide 
public access through media such as the collections website. 
 

3.5  Teaching Museum and Skills for the Future trainee schemes 
The Ancient House team has been greatly assisted in 2014 by Emily 
Shepperson and Tabitha Runacres as part of two schemes run by the 
Museums Service to develop skills and knowledge of the museum sector and 
museum practice.  Emily finished her traineeship in January and has 
succeeded in gaining a museum position at the British Schools Museum in 
Hitchin, Herts. 
 
4 Redecoration and Roof Repairs at Ancient House. 
Over the late Autumn and early Winter period, the Grade One listed Ancient 
House Museum has been redecorated and roof repairs carried out.  The slate 
roof on the street frontage has been re-done, replacing worn slates where 
necessary.  Repairs to the flint brick and chalk plinth at the front was also 
undertaken.  This work has been arranged by Richard Sadler our NPS 
building surveyor following consultation with Breckland’s Conservation Officer 
and with the Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings (a stipulation of the 



original endowment of the Ancient House to the then Thetford Borough 
Council). 
 
 
5 Visitor Numbers   
 
5.1 Up to date visitor figures will be circulated at the meeting. 

 
6 Resource implications 
 
(a) Finance   None 
(b) Property   None 
(c) Staff    None 
(d) Information Technology None 
 
7 Recommendations: 
 
That the Area Museums Committee notes the report 
 
Originator of report: 
Oliver Bone 
Curator 
Ancient House Museum of Thetford Life 
Tel: 01842 752599  
e-mail: oliver.bone@norfolk.gov.uk 

 


